


  

A PLANNING ORGANIZATION SERVING 

FARGO, WEST FARGO, HORACE, CASS COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA AND MOORHEAD, DILWORTH, CLAY COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

would provide a more inviting atmosphere for trail users.  Metro COG 

encourages the applicable departments & organizations to implement the 

recommendations listed above. 

 

 

 







 

      

Trail & Trail Corridor 

Issue Remedy 

Deteriorating trail pavement condition. 

 

 
 

Replace trail with new trail, preferably a 

concrete-surface trail.  Installing a new trail 

at a higher elevation could keep trail drier 

and away from damaging saturation 

conditions.   

ADA compliance.  Cross slope was 

measured at 7%.  Vertical slope may also 

exceed ADA standards. 

 

 
 

Replace with trail that meets ADA 

standards. 

Sharp curves on trail. 

 

 
 

Reroute the trail under the NP Ave bridge so 

that trail curves are gradual. 

 

 



 

      

Issue (continued) Remedy (continued) 

Overgrown brush along trail corridor makes 

for unsightly trail corridor and an 

uncomfortable experience for users.  

 

 
 

Clear overgrown brush and damaged trees 

along trail corridor and under bridges. 

Distance of trail from built environment & 

areas of activity can make users feel unsafe.  

Reroute the trail so that trail doesn’t wind as 

far east.  Trail could follow the path shown in 

Figure 1.  This proposed route is similar to the 

trail rendered in the 2002 Fargo Riverfront 

Development Master Plan. 

 

Figure 1 – Potential Trail Realignment  

 

 

 



 

      

Figure 2 – Potential Trail Realignment (looking north under Main Ave bridge)  

 

 

Recommendation Agency 

Redesign and reconstruct the trail from the north side of NP Ave to 

the Main Ave bridge.  Trail should be constructed further to west in 

order to bring the trail closer to the built environment and keep trail 

drier.  It is encouraged that Fargo Parks contribute to these efforts 

since this is their trail. 

Fargo Engineering 

(Lead), 

Fargo Parks 

(Partner) 

Clear overgrown brush & damaged trees along trail corridor and 

under bridges.  

Fargo Engineering, 

Fargo Public Works, 

Fargo Parks 

 

 

Lighting 

In the evening of April 8th, 2024 Metro COG staff conducted a lighting audit to observe 

and document the lighting conditions along the downtown Fargo river corridor.  Metro 

COG staff found that lighting was very poor along the trail corridor with the only 

corridor-specifically lighting located under the Main Ave bridge.  While lights were 

noted under other bridges, none of those lights were operational. 

 

 



 

      

 

Issue Remedy 

There are existing lights under the 1st Ave N 

and NP Ave bridges, however the lights are 

not operational. 

 

 
 

Replace non-operational lights with 

tamper-proof lights.  Consider replacing 

with brighter lights.  Also consider 

additional lights under bridge to ensure 

amble lighting and provide redundancy 

should lights become broken or burnt-out. 

There is an existing light attached to a light 

pole along NP Ave, intended to provide light 

to the trail.  However, light is not operational.  

 

 
 

Replace non-operational light with new 

light.  Consider replacing with a brighter 

light.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      

OR 

Issue (continued) Remedy (continued) 

Areas along the trail between the bridges are 

dark.  Lights under bridges don’t provide 

sufficient light for segments between bridges. 

 

 
 

Consider installing lights on existing 

structures to provide lighting on the trail 

corridor between bridges. 

 

 

 

 

No lighting exists on the trail corridor north or 

south of the downtown bridges.  These areas 

are very dark at night. 

 

 
 

 
 

Consider installing lighting for the trail 

corridor from the 1st Ave N bridge to the 

existing lighting west of Wildflower Grove 

Park.  Lighting could match the existing 

trail lighting west of Wildflower Grove Park 

(pictured below). 

 

 
 

Another lighting option could be to install 

trail lighting using existing or new 

poles/structures on the west side of the 

floodwall.   

 

Consider installing lighting for the trail 

corridor south of the Main Ave bridge.  If 

lighting is proposed for Dike East Park, 

consider implementing lighting as part of 

a larger Dike East Park 

revitalization/improvement project. 




